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II

(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COMMISSION

COMMISSION DECISION

of 17 September 1980
accepting undertakings given by Romanian exporters in connection with the
anti-dumping proceeding concerning imports of certain tubes of iron or steel

originating in that country, and terminating that proceeding

(80/875/EEC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No
3017/79 of 20 December 1979 on protection against
dumped or subsidized imports from countries not
members of the Community ('), and in particular
Article 10 thereof,

After hearing the opinions expressed by the Advisory
Committee set up under that Regulation ,

Whereas the Commission received a complaint
lodged by the Liaison Committee of the EEC steel
tube industry on behalf of the majority of Community
manufacturers of gas pipes and structural tubes ;
whereas the complaint contained evidence of the exist­
ence of dumping in respect of like products origi­
nating in Romania, and of substantial injury resulting
therefrom ;

Whereas the said evidence was sufficient to justify
initiating an investigation ;

Whereas the Commission accordingly announced, by
a notice published in the Official Journal of the Euro­
pean Communities (2 ), the initiation of a proceeding

concerning imports of such products originating in
Romania, and commenced an investigation of the
matter at Community level ;

Whereas the Commission officially so advised the
exporters and importers known to be concerned ;

Whereas the Commission has given the parties
directly concerned the opportunity to make known
their views in writing and to be heard orally, and to
meet so that each side might state its case ;

Whereas the majority of the parties concerned have
taken this opportunity ;

Whereas in order to arrive at a preliminary assessment
of the dumping margin and injury, the Commission
carried out inspections at the premises of those impor­
ters who had agreed to assist with the investigation ;
whereas the Commission also carried out inspections
at the premises of the principal Community manufac­
turers concerned, namely Mannesmann Rohrenwerke
(Dusseldorf) and Neunkirchener Eisenwerk AG
(Homburg) ;

Whereas, in order to establish whether the abovemen­
tioned imports were dumped, the Commission had to
take into account the fact that Romania is not a
market economy country ;

Whereas, for that reason, the Commission had to base
its calculations on the normal value in a market
economy country ; whereas, in that connection, the
complaint had cited the Austrian domestic market in
particular ;

(») OJ No L 339, 31 . 12. 1979, p . 1 .
(2) OJ No C 21 , 24. 1 . 1979, p. 2.
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Whereas a comparison with the prices of the products
concerned on the Austrian domestic market would
appear reasonable at least for the purposes of a prelimi­
nary finding of dumping, since the manufacturing
processes and technical standards are similar, and
Austrian price controls in respect of the tubes in ques­
tion and the large volume of imports would appear to
guarantee a fair level of prices ;

Whereas the preliminary finding of dumping was
accordingly made, following an investigation of the
principal Austrian manufacturer Voest-Alpine
(Vienna), by comparing the average Austrian ex-works
prices for sales over the period from October 1978 to
June 1979 with prices for imports from Romania into
the Community over the same period ;

Whereas, to take due account of the differences
affecting price comparability, the maximum discounts
for bulk orders and cash payment, and sales and
service costs borne by the Austrian manufacturer, were
deducted from Austrian list prices ;

Whereas the above preliminary examination of the
facts shows the existence of dumping in respect of the
imports considered in the investigation, the dumping
margin being equal to the amount by which the
normal value as established above exceeds the price at
which the goods are exported to the Community ;
whereas, for example, the said margin was roughly
20 % for one of the most common types of tube ;

Whereas, with regard to the injury caused to the
Community industry, the evidence available to the
Commission shows that imports into the Community
of the products in question, originating in Romania,
rose from approximately 22 409 tonnes in 1976 to
25 583 tonnes in 1978 , reaching 18 529 tonnes for the
first six months of 1979 ;

nity prices, making it impossible, at present to cover
production costs ;

Whereas the Commission has examined whether
injury had been caused by other factors adversely
affecting the Community industry ; whereas the
volume and prices of other imports of the product in
question, principally from Spain, have been consid­
ered ; whereas it had been noted that such imports,
following consultations with the Spanish circles
involved, will carry prices which do not cause injury
to the Community industry ;

Whereas the Commission has taken account of other
factors, in particular the stagnation of demand ;
whereas it considers that the adverse effects of this
should not be attributed to the imports in question ;

Whereas the preliminary examination of the facts
shows the existence of dumping, and there is suffi­
cient evidence of consequent injury ;

Whereas after being informed of the main findings of
the preliminary investigation and commenting on
them, the exporter concerned, namely the exporting
body in Romania (Metalimportexport, Bucharest), has
offered undertakings ;

Whereas the effect of the said undertakings will be to
increase the prices of imports into the Community ;

Whereas the Commission has provisionally deter­
mined that implementation of those undertakings
would neutralize the injurious effects of the imports in
question and that it is not now necessary to take
protective action in respect of imports from Romania ;

Whereas the Commission is responsible for ensuring
that the undertakings are strictly complied with, in
particular by carrying out periodically the necessary
checks and inspections ;

Whereas the decision to accept these undertakings
may be reconsidered should the Commission, on the
basis of the information in its possession , consider
this necessary ; whereas, in particular, should the said
undertakings not be passed on to the Community
market and hence fail to eliminate the injury being
caused to Community producers, a suggestion could
be made to amend the said undertakings, or a deci­
sion taken to denounce them ;

Whereas in these circumstances, the undertakings
offered are acceptable and the proceeding may there­
fore be terminated without imposition of anti­
dumping duties,

Whereas the most reliable information available
suggests that from 1979 imports of such tubes from
Romania took a market share of roughly 13 % in the
Federal Republic of Germany, the market principally
affected by such imports ;

Whereas the resale prices in the Community of tubes
originating in Romania undercut those of like
products made by Community manufacturers in the
principal market concerned by between 12% and
16 % , according to the information in the Commis­
sion 's possession ;

Whereas the consequent impact on the Community
industry in this market has helped to depress Commu­
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HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

Article 1

Article 2

The anti-dumping proceeding is hereby terminated in
respect of imports of the products referred to in
Article 1 .

Done at Brussels, 17 September 1980 .

For the Commission

Wilhelm HAFERKAMP

Vice-President

The Commission hereby accepts the undertakings
given by the exporting body in Romania (Metalimport­
export, Bucharest) in connection with the anti­
dumping proceeding concerning imports of certain
welded tubes (gas pipe) and other welded tubes of an
external diameter of more than 168-3 mm but not
more than 406-4 mm (NIMEXE codes 73.18-62, 64,
82 ; Common Customs Tariff subheading ex 73.18 C),
originating in Romania.


